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CIANJUR, Indonesia (AP) _ Abu Bakar Ba'asyir is accused of helping plan bomb blasts 
at U.S. embassies and running a militant organization that wants to overthrow secular 
governments and establish a pan-Islamic state in Southeast Asia.  

But in an interview with The Associated Press, the bearded cleric challenged the United 
States to make its case against him, and warned that jailing him would provoke the ire of 
Muslims.  

"I am not fighting against the American people but against the U.S. government," he said 
in quiet, measured tones. "The government and the Jews are fighting against Muslims. It's 
part of a crusade by America to attack Islam. The United States hates me because I 
struggle in the name of Islam."  

Ba'asyir has been singled out by Singapore as the spiritual leader of an alleged al-Qaida-
linked militant group called Jemaah Islamiyah, dozens of whose members have been 
arrested for allegedly plotting attacks against U.S. and other Western interests in 
Southeast Asia.  

Speaking shortly before a rally by his supporters Monday in the dusty central Indonesian 
town of Cianjur, he said the accusations against him were lies and denied that Jemaah 
Islamiyah even exists.  

Indonesia _ the world's most populous Muslim nation _ has come under increasing 
pressure to arrest Ba'asyir in recent days, as evidence grows of his alleged links to 
terrorist activities and fears that terrorists under his direction are targeting U.S interests.  

The arrest of an alleged al-Qaida-linked operative, Omar al-Faruq, in Indonesia on June 5 
has added to concerns about Ba'asyir. Al-Faruq was handed over to U.S. authorities and, 
according to a CIA document cited by Time magazine, told them that Ba'asyir 
participated in a plot to bomb U.S. embassies in Southeast Asia on the anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 attacks in the United States.  

The threats led to the closure of embassies in Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and 
Vietnam.  

Last week, Singapore announced that it had arrested 19 more alleged members of Jemaah 
Islamiyah in August, bringing to 32 the number of suspects detained in that country since 
last December.  



Malaysia has also arrested more than 60 Muslim radicals _ some of them allegedly 
belonging to Jemaah Islamiyah. Another alleged leader of the group _ Fathur Rohman 
Al-Ghozi _ is serving a 12-year prison term in the Philippines after pleading guilty earlier 
this year to possessing explosives.  

Ba'asyir insisted he did not know al-Faruq or any other alleged terrorists arrested in the 
region.  

"Bring me Omar al-Faruq and those arrested in Singapore and Malaysia," he said. 
"Americans and the CIA must not talk if they cannot show me the evidence. They are 
talking nonsense."  

The United States has been seeking to enlist Indonesia as a partner in the war on terror. 
The country has arrested several suspects and shared intelligence, but Ba'asyir remains 
free to preach his anti-American gospel.  

Indonesia insists there is insufficient evidence to arrest Ba'asyir. Unlike Singapore and 
Malaysia, the government says, Indonesia has no laws enabling suspects to be detained 
on mere suspicion of wrongdoing.  

Sitting in a Muslim leader's house in Cianjur, Ba'asyir looks more like a scholar than a 
terrorist, with wire-rimmed glasses, white skull cap and cadre of young supporters.  

Ba'asyir _ who runs an Islamic boarding school in the town of Solo in central Java _ 
declares that he is a man of peace and supports violence only when Muslims are under 
attack.  

But when the subject of his possible arrest comes up, his voice rises in anger and his 
hands gesticulate wildly.  

"It would be the most terrible humiliation. I predict that people will react to my arrest by 
defending Islam," Ba'asyir said.  

He calls George W. Bush America's worst president and Osama bin Laden a hero.  

On Monday, Ba'asyir was at the pulpit doing what he does best _ calling on conservative 
Muslims to embrace Islamic Shariah law and taking pot shots at America.  

"Why is America afraid of Osama bin Laden? Because Osama wholeheartedly supports 
the application of Shariah law," he yells, his voice blaring from loudspeakers set up in the 
town's main mosque. "Why was America afraid of the Taliban in Afghanistan? Because it 
was applying Shariah law."  

The 8,000 men and women sitting on a soccer field can't get enough. They clap, scream 
and yell "Allah Akbar" _ "God is great" _ before the man promoted on event fliers as the 
"preacher wanted by America."  



They claim they know who the real terrorist is and, on this evening, it certainly isn't 
Ba'asyir.  

"Ba'asyir is a great man, a great preacher," said Ismu, a 24-year-old student who, like 
many Indonesians, uses a single name. "He is no terrorist. Bush is the terrorist. America 
is the terrorist."  

Indonesia faces a dilemma: balancing U.S. demands with Ba'asyir's rising popularity 
among the country's hard-line Muslims and his reputation as a survivor of ex-dictator 
Suharto's persecution.  

Ba'asyir was jailed in the late 1970s on subversion charges for promoting an Islamic state 
and later fled to Malaysia for 14 years to avoid additional jail time.  

If Indonesia arrests Ba'asyir, analysts say the government risks sparking protests among 
hard-line Muslims who could threaten the leadership of President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri.  

"They (the government) need to show there are strong grounds for him to be arrested," 
said Greg Fealy, an Indonesia expert at the Australian National University. "If they don't, 
you can expect a strong backlash from the Islamic community, and the government may 
be portrayed as an instrument of the U.S."  

Washington has promised Megawati's government US$50 million over three years to 
fight terrorism. The Bush administration is also pressing Congress to scrap a ban on the 
Indonesian military put in place to protest human rights violations.  

Matt Daley, the U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state for East Asia-Pacific Affairs, said 
in Vietnam Tuesday that the U.S. government is "actively considering whether we should 
designate Jemaah Islamiyah as a foreign terrorist organization."  

Singapore and its neighbors have called on Indonesia to arrest Ba'asyir and reportedly 
provided it with ample evidence of his alleged terrorist activities. Singapore has said 
Jemaah Islamiyah's goal is to establish a pan-Islamic state in Southeast Asia.  

The arrests of the group's alleged members in Singapore last December followed the 
discovery of video footage in Afghanistan showing suspects plotting attacks on the U.S. 
Embassy and other Western interests in Singapore.  

The Indonesian government questioned Ba'asyir earlier this year and has promised to re-
examine his case should new evidence come to its attention. 

 


