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The Big Story

 
Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg of Germany celebrates after winning the Formula One British Grand Prix at the Silverstone
circuit, Silverstone, England, Sunday, June 30, 2013. Red Bull driver Mark Webber of Australia finished second and Ferrari
driver Fernando Alonso of Spain finished third. (AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis)
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SILVERSTONE, England (AP) — Nico Rosberg won the British Grand Prix on Sunday after four drivers, including early
leader Lewis Hamilton, had to deal with exploding tires and three-time champion Sebastian Vettel quit with 10 laps remaining
because of mechanical problems.

With Vettel's Red Bull teammate Mark Webber closing fast, Rosberg managed to win his second race of the year and third of
his career by 0.7 seconds in a nail-biting finish — then had to survive a stewards inquiry.

Ferrari's Fernando Alonso, who started ninth, made a late charge up the grid and got past Lotus driver Kimi Raikkonen with
two laps remaining to claim third. Hamilton also recovered to finish fourth, after his blown tire sent him to the back of the grid
in the eighth lap.

Soon after celebrating, Rosberg risked seeing his victory slip away when he was referred to the stewards for not slowing
down for yellow flags in turns 3 and 5. The stewards ruled that Rosberg "did not make a significant reduction in speed" but
would only receive a reprimand, or warning. After three reprimands during a season, drivers are given a 10-place grid
penalty. This was Rosberg's first.

"Fantastic, it's very special," said Rosberg, who also won in Monaco and in China last year. "Our team has done such a
fantastic job. We have such momentum at the moment, progressing all the time."

Hamilton seemed poised to win his first British Grand Prix since 2008 after getting a great start and extending his lead over
three-time world champion Vettel.

But on the eighth lap, the 2008 champion's left rear tire exploded and he was forced to limp into the pits. Two laps later,
Ferrari's Felipe Massa lost his left rear tire and spun out. Then, Toro Rosso's Jean-Eric Vergne also lost his rear tire on the
15th, sending rubber flying across the track.

That brought out the safety car until lap 22 and sparked renewed concerns about the reliability of Pirelli tires. It also
prompted drivers to later warn of the dangers of exploding tires — which affected McLaren driver Sergio Perez on both
Saturday and Sunday.

Alonso admitted he was "scared" after being sprayed with debris from Perez's tire and Rosberg called for action to prevent a
similar situation in Germany next weekend.

"Well, we shouldn't get into that situation," Rosberg said. "We need to do what needs to be done to sort it out and make the
tires last."

The FIA has ordered tire supplier Pirelli to attend a meeting on the issue on Wednesday in Germany.

Pirelli said it was investigating the matter, but ruled out a new bonding process for the tires that was introduced ahead of the
British Grand Prix being to blame. The company said "there may be some aspect of the circuit" that contributed to the
problem.

"There have obviously been some issues with rear-left tire failures which we have not seen before," Pirelli's Motorsport
Director Paul Hembery said. "We are taking the situation very seriously and we are currently investigating all tires to
determine the cause as soon as possible, ahead of the next Grand Prix in Germany."
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Hamilton was still clearly angry after the race.

"The safety is the biggest issue, it's unacceptable," Hamilton told the BBC. "Four blowouts is unacceptable. It's only when
someone gets hurt that someone will be doing something about it. I think it's a waste of time talking to the FIA, and if they
don't do anything that says a lot about them."

TV pictures of Turn 4 on the Silverstone circuit, where some of the incidents took place, indicated the sidewall of the tires
could have been punctured by a sharp part of the curb.

After the restart, Vettel extended his lead over Rosberg and appeared set for a fourth win which would extend his lead in the
drivers' championship. But on the 42nd lap, Vettel's car came to a stop after his fifth gear broke and Rosberg took the lead.
That brought out the safety car for a second time for three laps.

When it went off with seven laps to go, it triggered a frenzied dash to the finish.

Alonso was among the most aggressive, passing McLaren's Jenson Button, Force India's Adrian Sutil and eventually
Raikkonen for third. Webber also charged past Raikkonen into second with four laps remaining. Raikkonen later said his tires
were too worn for him to fend off the challenges of Webber and Alonso.

Webber — who announced Thursday he was retiring from the sport at the end of the year — just missed out on his third win
at Silverstone in four years.

"I made the most of those safety cars — and today the strategy was one of the best we've done," said Webber, who dropped
down to 15th at the start after getting off the grid slowly and then being nudged off the track by Lotus driver Romain
Grosjean.

"I think it worked very, very well. I worked hard to manipulate the pace when I had to and then it was Nico and I left at the
end," he said. "It would have been nice to have had a few more laps, but that's how it was today. It was nearly a really
special day, but it was still a nice day."

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner said he was happy to come away with some points, considering the kind of race his
team had.

"Obviously to get within 12 laps of winning the race and have a retirement due to a transmission issue is pretty painful,
particularly at this venue, but Sebastian had done everything right today and it was a great shame," he said. "For Mark, after
a difficult start and being hit at the first corner, he made a great recovery ... and came pretty close to claiming the victory, but
nonetheless second place was a great performance from him on a big weekend for the team."

Hamilton also benefited from the safety car going out twice, rising from last on the grid to ninth by lap 45 and then got past
Sutil for fourth with a lap remaining.

"There are massive positives to take out the team this weekend," Hamilton said. "Nico won and we got some good points
and we are second in the constructors' championship. I'm grateful the car was strong I was able to come through the field
and the right things happened. It was bad luck when the tire goes and you are in the lead. I was grateful that I had achieved
things that helped me along the way."
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The wild finish leaves the championship wide open.

Despite his late exit, Vettel remains the leader in the drivers' championship with 132 points. His lead, though, is down to 21
points over Alonso on 111 with 11 races remaining.

Raikkonen is third with 98 and Hamilton fourth with 89, some 43 points behind Vettel.

RELATED

Zemanta

TagsTags

Western Europe, Europe, Industries, Business, Sports, Corporate news, Lifestyle, Automobile safety, Automobile
manufacturing, Product safety, Products and services, Consumer product manufacturing, Consumer products and
services, United Kingdom, England, Automobile racing, Germany, Formula One, Automobiles, Fernando Alonso,
Sebastian Vettel, Lewis Hamilton, Jenson Button, Kimi Raikkonen, Felipe Massa, Mark Webber, Romain Grosjean,
Nico Rosberg, Sergio Perez, Michael Casey, Tire manufacturing, Jean-Eric Vergne, Adrian Sutil

CommentsComments

Hamilton in top shape heading into Belgian GP

India F1 GP Auto Racing

Chiefs banking on more production from tight ends

Vettel fastest in 2nd Belgian GP practice

15 NFL Cheerleaders Who Should Put on More Clothes Ad

7 Healthy Foods that Turned Out to Be Unhealthy Ad

http://www.zemanta.com/?bigstory-related-posts
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/western-europe
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/europe
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/industries
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/business
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/sports
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/corporate-news
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/lifestyle
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/automobile-safety
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/automobile-manufacturing
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/product-safety
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/products-and-services
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/consumer-product-manufacturing
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/consumer-products-and-services
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/united-kingdom
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/england
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/automobile-racing
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/germany
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/formula-one
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/automobiles
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/fernando-alonso
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/sebastian-vettel
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/lewis-hamilton
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/jenson-button
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/kimi-raikkonen
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/felipe-massa
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/mark-webber
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/romain-grosjean
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/nico-rosberg
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/sergio-perez
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/michael-casey
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/tire-manufacturing
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/jean-eric-vergne
http://bigstory.ap.org/tags/adrian-sutil
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/hamilton-top-shape-heading-belgian-gp
http://bigstory.ap.org/photo/india-f1-gp-auto-racing-457
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/chiefs-banking-more-production-tight-ends
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/vettel-fastest-2nd-belgian-gp-practice
http://www.rantsports.com/clubhouse/2013/09/22/15-nfl-cheerleaders-who-should-put-on-more-clothes/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=Zemanta&utm_term=Title1
http://www.mydiet.com/7-healthy-foods-that-turned-out-to-be-unhealthy/?utm_source=zemanta&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=7-healthy-foods-unhealthy&utm_content=articles&utm_campaign=english-speaking&z=d


11/16/13 1:54 PMRosberg wins controversial British Grand Prix

Page 5 of 7http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix

0 comments

Comments for this thread are now closed. ×

BestBest CommunityCommunity   ShareShare

No one has commented yet.

Subscribe Add Disqus to your site

0

Latest NewsLatest News
Interview Interview pending with alleged Winston victimpending with alleged Winston victim

Nov. 16, 2013 1:46 PM EST

Urban hens o!en abandoned once egg-laying endsUrban hens o!en abandoned once egg-laying ends

Nov. 16, 2013 1:44 PM EST

Israel blocks witness in US anti-terrorism caseIsrael blocks witness in US anti-terrorism case

Nov. 16, 2013 1:44 PM EST

Caricom to discuss Dominican court rulingCaricom to discuss Dominican court ruling

Nov. 16, 2013 1:42 PM EST

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
http://disqus.com/
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=thebigstory&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix#
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/interview-pending-alleged-winston-victim
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/urban-hens-often-abandoned-once-egg-laying-end
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/urban-hens-often-abandoned-once-egg-laying-end
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/israel-blocks-witness-us-anti-terrorism-case
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/caricom-discuss-dominican-court-ruling
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/no-1-kentucky-prepares-robert-morris


11/16/13 1:54 PMRosberg wins controversial British Grand Prix

Page 6 of 7http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix

The Associated Press
@AP

Follow Follow @AP@AP

1:01 PM - 16 Nov 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

The Associated Press
@AP

Follow Follow @AP@AP

1:01 PM - 16 Nov 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

The Associated Press
@AP

Follow Follow @AP@AP

12:12 PM - 16 Nov 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

The Associated Press
@AP

Follow Follow @AP@AP

12:12 PM - 16 Nov 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

The Associated Press
@AP

Follow Follow @AP@AP

No. 1 Kentucky prepares for Robert MorrisNo. 1 Kentucky prepares for Robert Morris

Nov. 16, 2013 1:36 PM EST
Advertisement

AP on TwitterAP on Twitter

Ohio county judge apologizes for blackface servant Halloween costume, says he meant no harm: t.co/faG1KSQqvs -CJ

MORE: Body of Florida man who fell from plane likely found: t.co/Dn6j3j9BZO -CJ

BREAKING: Miami-Dade police say they believe they have found body of Florida man who fell from plane.

Penn State student killed when he falls from ninth floor of apartment building: t.co/6tXANjfokg -CJ

White mayor, black wife: Bill de Blasio and Chirlane McCray shatter an image in New York City: t.co/gQgOcoQYmR By
@jessewashington

https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbigstory.ap.org%2Farticle%2Frosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix&region=follow_link&screen_name=AP&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://twitter.com/AP/status/401776717800685568
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=401776717800685568
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=401776717800685568
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=401776717800685568
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbigstory.ap.org%2Farticle%2Frosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix&region=follow_link&screen_name=AP&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://twitter.com/AP/status/401772998442897408
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=401772998442897408
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=401772998442897408
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=401772998442897408
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbigstory.ap.org%2Farticle%2Frosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix&region=follow_link&screen_name=AP&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://twitter.com/AP/status/401768883675480065
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=401768883675480065
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=401768883675480065
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=401768883675480065
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbigstory.ap.org%2Farticle%2Frosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix&region=follow_link&screen_name=AP&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://twitter.com/AP/status/401767518307880960
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=401767518307880960
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=401767518307880960
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=401767518307880960
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/AP
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbigstory.ap.org%2Farticle%2Frosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix&region=follow_link&screen_name=AP&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cgi4jC7-HUralNJCa6gGtsYCQDdvs4KUDw7mBx1fL6-eOtAEQASDX2J0iULmgyPT7_____wFgycapi8Ck2A-gAdXIlN8DyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEuQFP0N76kh0eTgbxWtynXIEA4DULHVtjOlKqUJQYGOTSjGzqphD7N9g7Bm1TR1_oe2IzdYMeJ80NvdQlEakZ56UWkjVRsUulfuhT3MCplSB0jFCgIdWsxoz9tP2VYrTiZnDibKF6cBgnoc62t_RLk20EkrJxozu_KsyTv2hmba4BNmg4vWCUSbRakUJUOLWfcb8DDyfh28OxIdR9W_1ey7JODb05gm7vynVtVgYGrVLJoH1eHY59frysDuAEAYgGAaAGAoAHk7frIA&num=1&cid=5Gjwdm6HHnqeXzPI0RWZWiZp&sig=AOD64_3KazszZ7E1AorTQzeeFMs3CLQ5fA&client=ca-pub-8475685469544477&adurl=http://www.squaretosquaremethod.com/lp/free-lessons-one-trick.php%3Futm_source%3DAdWords%26utm_medium%3DPPC%26utm_content%3Dweird%26utm_campaign%3DSS-GDN-RMT30-US&nm=1
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/no-1-kentucky-prepares-robert-morris
http://t.co/faG1KSQqvs
http://t.co/Dn6j3j9BZO
http://t.co/6tXANjfokg
http://t.co/gQgOcoQYmR
http://twitter.com/jessewashington


11/16/13 1:54 PMRosberg wins controversial British Grand Prix

Page 7 of 7http://bigstory.ap.org/article/rosberg-wins-controversial-british-grand-prix

11:11 AM - 16 Nov 13 Reply Retweet Favorite

Mascot Challenge
www.capitalonebowl.com

Vote for Your Favorite Mascot In
The Capital One® Mascot
Challenge!

AP News | © 2013 Associated Press

http://twitter.com/AP/status/401753034503774208
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=401753034503774208
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=401753034503774208
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=401753034503774208
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZbVQC7-HUoz3MYKG6wH914EYkLL7nATQkoDNbsCNtwEQASDryNoLULLjoPgHYMnGqYvApNgPoAHa4Pz9A8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBJsBT9D6IClT7YUzB0_2JQFou2-XDfGUpLsvptp9gTltLQiUlFe_D6MZ_O5nIt32l7QgmdIl-t2iVXbSsychf8C0tIiWEaxgnfWXiIoJuY6YZsxHOsRuHNlHm98Dn8lgPcX-Cfy7hVYBQbTjdeOjmr7qnwk99_-zqSuF0L7CeiHZmqQud6kx7Tman-BpjsQq8KNpCq7aBkDvSpm1iMaIBgGAB46fgwI&num=1&cid=5Giu6iEoHrW-NXsH0KFCPRmM&sig=AOD64_2TPJdA3tfPuXvQabntoJFeD7VXqw&client=ca-pub-9888648487304734&adurl=http://dms.netmng.com/si/cm/tracking/clickredirect.aspx%3Fsidevicemodel%3D%26sidevice%3Dc%26siplacement%3Dbigstory.ap.org%26simobile%3D%26sinetwork%3Dd%26sicontent%3D1%26sicreative%3D29683537088%26sitrackingid%3D524648064
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZbVQC7-HUoz3MYKG6wH914EYkLL7nATQkoDNbsCNtwEQASDryNoLULLjoPgHYMnGqYvApNgPoAHa4Pz9A8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBJsBT9D6IClT7YUzB0_2JQFou2-XDfGUpLsvptp9gTltLQiUlFe_D6MZ_O5nIt32l7QgmdIl-t2iVXbSsychf8C0tIiWEaxgnfWXiIoJuY6YZsxHOsRuHNlHm98Dn8lgPcX-Cfy7hVYBQbTjdeOjmr7qnwk99_-zqSuF0L7CeiHZmqQud6kx7Tman-BpjsQq8KNpCq7aBkDvSpm1iMaIBgGAB46fgwI&num=1&cid=5Giu6iEoHrW-NXsH0KFCPRmM&sig=AOD64_2TPJdA3tfPuXvQabntoJFeD7VXqw&client=ca-pub-9888648487304734&adurl=http://dms.netmng.com/si/cm/tracking/clickredirect.aspx%3Fsidevicemodel%3D%26sidevice%3Dc%26siplacement%3Dbigstory.ap.org%26simobile%3D%26sinetwork%3Dd%26sicontent%3D1%26sicreative%3D29683537088%26sitrackingid%3D524648064
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZbVQC7-HUoz3MYKG6wH914EYkLL7nATQkoDNbsCNtwEQASDryNoLULLjoPgHYMnGqYvApNgPoAHa4Pz9A8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBJsBT9D6IClT7YUzB0_2JQFou2-XDfGUpLsvptp9gTltLQiUlFe_D6MZ_O5nIt32l7QgmdIl-t2iVXbSsychf8C0tIiWEaxgnfWXiIoJuY6YZsxHOsRuHNlHm98Dn8lgPcX-Cfy7hVYBQbTjdeOjmr7qnwk99_-zqSuF0L7CeiHZmqQud6kx7Tman-BpjsQq8KNpCq7aBkDvSpm1iMaIBgGAB46fgwI&num=1&cid=5Giu6iEoHrW-NXsH0KFCPRmM&sig=AOD64_2TPJdA3tfPuXvQabntoJFeD7VXqw&client=ca-pub-9888648487304734&adurl=http://dms.netmng.com/si/cm/tracking/clickredirect.aspx%3Fsidevicemodel%3D%26sidevice%3Dc%26siplacement%3Dbigstory.ap.org%26simobile%3D%26sinetwork%3Dd%26sicontent%3D1%26sicreative%3D29683537088%26sitrackingid%3D524648064

